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Chapter .. 4 - Jection 2. 

at was just one hundred and sixty-rive years Ui - 0 
iXate ■ /eSl " lrSlnlans paid orr a long standing grudge 
tha Ohio Indians at Point Pleasant. Ever since the close of 
the French and Indian was, 1763, the Indian Nations who re¬ 
sented being "sold down the river”by the French, continued to 
pester the frontiersmen by murderous raids and sneaking attacks. 
In lay, 1774, the House or Burgesses authorized the raising 
of an army and no tine was lost in getting down to business, 
laoh county already had a well organized militia system. Gen. 
---narew lewis was given command of the southern wing or the 
ermy which included .ugusta, Botetourt and Fincastle. Botetourt 
included the Greenbrier Settlements. The troops were massed 
at present lewisburg. Capt. John Stuart commanded a company 
of thirty-seven men raised from the vicinity or the present 
rocahontas County. His sergeants were James Donnslly, Chaa. 
O'Hara, and Karr iman Skidmore. Hia musketeers were Daniel 
oraman, Samuel aui«. ,m. O'Hara, Bobert O'Hara, James 

t8Uley ’ “ r0Mb6ld Hogan. Andrew Gardiner, .uavy 

nccLnart, Samuel Sullivan, Thomas Ferguson, John handles, 

°“ S ' iilllSPle - Henr - V Lawrence, John Crain, V.'m. Dyer, 3d- 
]‘ r4 801 th ’ J ° h “ Eams * J08 «PH Ourrenoe, JUiaa Clendenin, 

Glenda- '''“’l*'’ T&yl ° T ’ Jos ‘ Lockhart, Geo. 

. a ’ ‘°' 1D Burse ' Oharles Kinnison, '..'illiaa Ewing, John 

^oherzy, Jotn r' m - 

^_ 9 tOs, ^empbell. Jhe names or xhese 

OJ ld be emblazoned in bronze at Harlinton for they had 
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the honor of engaging in the last colonial pitched nettle on 

Virginia soil and at the sane tine, in the preliminary battle 

: ' or .-.aerican independence. Captain ^tuort’s Company ned tne 

honor of eing the z'irst to rasrch out of Camp Union (Lewis cur g) 

for the battle front on the Ohio one hundred miles atey, Sept.6, 

1774. The rest of the little army of five hundred fifty men 

followed ir. four days, and they reacned "the Point" October Sth. 

Before breakfast the next morning trie battle wes on against a 

surerior number of Indians commanded by the famous chief, renown 
— • 

to the Virginians as Cornstalk. Ihe battle waged furiously 

throughout the day without victory or defeat to eighsr side. 
Virgil Lewis says, "Oeneral Lewis now knew that if the oattle 
was not ended before night settled down upon the field, it 
would be a night of massacre, or the morrow a cay or great 
doubt, and he resolved to throw a body of men into the rear 
of the Indian army. lie therefore sent three or the most 
renouned companies on the field to execute this movement. 

.ney were those of Capt. leorge liathews, John Stuart, end 
-van uhelby, the latter now commanded by his son, Lieut, 

-ssac ohelby. They were called from the front, then pro¬ 
ceeded up the Kanawha to Crooked Creek, then up Crooked 
--ee.< .o their destination, and poured a destructive fire 
upon wee Indian rear". This coup caused tne Indians to 
_r.e battle was ended. Let Pocahontas County 
^ e ~“^ e " ote Xna t their company under Captain Stuart heipeG 
deliver .re knock out blow. Three or Stuart’s men sur- 
:ered wounds during tne battle - Kinnison, V.’illiam Clendenin, 
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und Thomas Ferguson. Thus did Greenbrier Valley men val- 
liantly aoqult themselves on this first field or battle 
ror Anerioan ^dependence. Had not Gov. Lunnore stopped 
thorn at : ,o Ohio, those Virginians would doubtless eitner 
annihilated the Ohio Indians on their own ground or driven 
tnonj out or the country, 

(Tnis was tatcen from an article written by A. E. Ewing, 

or Grand Kapids, j'iohigan published in the Pocahontas 
times October, 1930.. ) 


1 ' 0ll0 " lns 10 “ nots Witten by Calvin Price, Editor o. 
Times: 

h'aturolly, I agree with I*. Ewing's suggestion or an 

appropriate bronre center with to. nen.ee of our Indian rigbt- 
era thereon, Probably aom , aay „ >U1 ourselvea ^ 

do this Delated honor ?h e „ Q < 

There ls a rub however, u,.d tuet la 

* thUt , ‘- ,t n °" Pocahontas wes divided e- 

7; “ ni BOt — —3 be ok in the tic. M 

ovoiution. Everything north o, Swago was considered 

in Id 8 " 0 U91 °" tnat *"* - Botetourt. - no 

line having been surveyed until i, fi , 

rornetiun or Jr .cnbri ** ^ ^ th ° 

uroenbrier hll ' ^ «nd 

prtie.-veu, ,o thS r ° Bt8r ° f CaPtal11 bee been 

1 °’ t - orr hand i , TOUJ t,,e r0E,terS 01 '‘ USUSta COU ” ty have boon 

.,off 0 tt Qri j hi ' * r " en * ent out under Capt. 

j:e spent ■»« or .:z'z»zr,.u?v ot his ~ i4i ~- 

X ' 4 repairing tne ror. at 
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/ ( The facts concerning the development of this county in the 

last decode of the nineteenth century which were momentous years 
for Pocahontas Scunty.) 


In lecenber 1690 a great snow fell known as the "winter of 


;he deeu snow;" it lay on the ground to a depth of more than three 


feet. Vfnile that deep snow lay on the ground the late Colonel John 


T. UcC-rav; of Grafton made a visit to this county and purchased the 


farms ]xcv.r. as Harbins Setter, for a town site, now ir.ovn as I'.ar- 


lir.tcr. and the county seat of Pocahontas. 


At xhe tine Cel. 1-cGraw purchased —arlins Bottom, historic 


"-'••ntersville was the County seat. The purchase cf the town site 


by Colonel IcGraw v;as the first intimation that county neonle hah 


cf a proposed railway development}:. Colonel LcC-raw, who had inver 
largely in lands elsewhere in the county never ceased trying to 
interest capitalists in this county and develop it with a railroad 


-is tireless energy was rewarded. The Greenbrier Railway was bull 


-m imisuea lC Lariinton in 1901. The Coal and Iron was built 


:ccn af.er tc connect with it at Iharbin. In two years Pocahontas 


• c-r.r- change a. from being one of the few counties in the State wit 
; Uv a ran_rcad to a county having the greatest railway mileage cf 


• r -T county in the state. 


i.arlm.lon oegan to improve at cr.ce. it was incorporated at 
-e April Term oi Court, 1200, and held its first election cf 


fficers Lay 5 th ‘900. 


r-i-_ ^ 

- ' i '' “ ~~ z 0 •'•'sparer zo be published in the county was the 
■ C -U-Crmas Tines fcurded ' 


no'.'ea 


Kerala 

Karl inton in ie«2. The Pocahontas-/v;a3 published ir. 1894 at 
"’.x:crsville and Ir-ter at Karl inton and ceased to be published 

in 1C95. 

-i \~ e first telephone to be built m the county was the Kar- 
linton and Beverly telephone line finished to Karlinton in August 
loco, That sane year telephone lines were built alone &H the 
principal reads of the county. 

The first Bank to go into business in the county was the bank 
of Karlinton in 1839 and later in the sane year, the Pocahontas 
Par.-: v.-as opened. Por more than a year these Eanks carried in large 
sums of money by special messengers from, the nearest express sta¬ 
tions from forty five to fifty seven miles distant, ever lonely 
roads. At the time of the railroad development the Bfe.t\Xral re¬ 
sources had never been touched. Vast areas of iron ere land in 
the east of the county will some day make Pocahontas County famous 
as an iron field. 

It was discovered in "the nineties "thai r'ocal.oxvoas County :.c.s 
a vast supply of marble which is equal in value to any marble ever 
found in the United States ar.d it will some day he ranked high 
among the marble deposits of the world. It was reported by 
specialists in marble that the Pocahontas K.arhle v.-as not good. 

The best evidence that v;e have that the report was false is xha.o 
they could not purchase it. The citicer.s cf Pocahontas County 0 
that they have treasures in Garble Mountain. In this great moun¬ 
tain of marble in Pocahontas County and extending into Par.cclph 
County we find white, brown and a beautiful green marble. "hen 
the time comes for Pocahontas citizens to develop it, the righ- 
kind of capitalists will share in it. Capitalists who will not v;ai 


to take ever the great marble area and -take the county's re¬ 
sources and money to some distant city. Let the shipping point be 
here and by the citizens. 

The bull: of the timber has been taken out and floated down 
the Greenbrier Eiver by the St. Lawrence Boon and Manufacturing 
Company, having removed in this nanner a quarter of a billion 
feet cf white pine. 

The walnut and cherry have been taken out by rafting on 
the Greenbrier which was once an important industry, rafting 
floods in the river being anxiously watied for. 

There were a number cf skillful pilots v;ho could thread 
their way with a raft of 50,000 feet of lumber between the recks 
cf this swift river. 
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rlRST TiU.'.^S IN I’JxRLir.TQr, ( Continuetion of re: ort 
for April 3 on the history of Liar lint on) 

The first court v.-as held under an oak tree on the west side of the river 
hr Squire G. A. Kee. The first lawyer to plead in Karlinton v:as F. J. Snyder » 
noted lawyer v.ho lived is. Huntersville. He was opposed that day try L. K. l-icClintie 
ri.r v.T.s just starting cn his professional career. 

The first terr of the Circuit Court v.*s held- in lc, = 5. The election to ,.ove 

x e county sent from iiuatersville-to uarlintou tts held in tr.e lull of led, and a 

itemporary ^ourt rouse, ana old v.ooden structure v;af erected. * 

i c ;i:oj-e v.-es Judge A. -. Car>bell of Eonroe County. He ras a greet lsv.yer 

• % 

ever six feet tall, vitr. s heavy clack beard. Pad weighed 315 pounds. 


The first sheriff of the peunty liajor ~illian ?cage, lived at '.le.rliaton. -is 

l 


ncuse v.-as near Eleventh Street on C £r .. den Avenue. In this house vts bern Janes A. 
.-.offett who in his lifetime was president of the Standard Oil Company of Indiana. 
i -- e --tst postmaster was Jer.es Atlee Price. 

ire flrSt ® tudeat to S° to college from this place v.as her. Vallia;.. I. Price 

-*• a. d. b. 

Tre 1 " irst fcsnk v-as the bank of ik-.rlintcn in 1539 . 

^ fi " t aa7SrSp6r T " s *—>.«*. founded in 1652 at Huntersville 

end moved to' knrlir.tcn in 1ES2. 

stL/rE “ t ‘ a ‘-y J • *• A-M-ersoii in a “house no.v occupied es u 

M11U *' *" iam °* “V **4 e ?tsblisied in v.us a cti,Mr.d 

^ «*» «»yt iy 2=s.os A. Fries before the di,-;: ha,. it', .. 

" £rSe " E ' ^ - — — ™*«, V the invet-i'en e, . sev< - - ‘ 

"cchine. 


, tll , 0M - f 5t3re5 W * V ^Ul Golden vi o is still or.n/us, end 

” ttB A ** * bed .sainted « the store in his 


** ,0n * hllorit " yon; the n.tions of the vorld. It reed. 


,* .-.v-f-r 8. - r„: t 2 

• •* 1 ‘ cr tc be chatted". T: e lan’vXjc dr Ices* cr.d .eTCblc. ii t* c 

str .oti -rr.s • Any.&y it has the ri^'rt to be grouped nrer the head of Com-c-rci c.1 
vftn-cr* Golden is a Jevr who had cor.e here fr on Europe) 

;].c i.rst school of which there is any official record v.v.s a private er.ter-riit. 
It vas crer.ed in * building that stood near r.iverside, and it closed after a 
session or two* • 

Tie firs': tcrc*er*s institute v;ts held in 1866 in the Presbyterian Church* 

7; e first church ves the Presbyterian on the site qf“the present church. 

The first resident jud^e cf t..c* c.urt v.c s ere h. charp . 

The first i.ayor -»f the tV\.n v.&s ^ncirev. Price. 

The first state se..ctor v;ts . . C. ..c.’eil* 

lie first Presidi-ntir 3 L] ectcr v-s Cc]. 0. K. hee. 

Tie first celeste tc tV 3 e.-fsletrre, I.. v eClintic. 

T ; *e fjrst ■ error of the county ccurf Dr. 'err an I.. Price. 

Tie first chief of police. Cm A. Sharp* 

The first train to arrive was in 1900 when the track was completed to this* 

flc.ce. 

The first jail delivery was v/hen Armstrong and Cunb’erland got out of jail at 

cv-c*: o s evening in the nineties. The jail had been completed and it vts t! e modern 

:cea ;f t stren;: jail. It was confidently ejected that it would held c.r.y bedy. ;;e 
-- v • si:::ere*f a scries of bold robberies c.ri suspicion had attached to Ale* 

N 

Arrstrcr.r, a n intelligent colored -:n, a native of this county, r! o hr.d rereved to 
' c '•'***• - * v ?s t nought that he raided ‘-his c purity rey. li.rly tr.u t it he ■: ruld 
w0 t " 6 neLrest rsilroau statiod* make a cyuicr: trip into the county anc rttur.. 

" * "~ s so that the authorities vtited ar.cl v.s»tc:.ei for his 

-t-.-.i, a ad he sr.ov.ed up one rir.ter dey trrvslinr incognito with t bip, b-.rly, 

S ' r?! ; rC r ' ftCr °* ? - ?urrE crested tv 8 - and they rere indie* e-' end convicted 

ro..rery of C* r t. A. Ed^ar, held up st the point cf t. revolver 'ir. his 

ovm house at nightfall. 
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• wlJi* »i *' i. aJ t. c; w < . . . . . . » _. v.r l 

. i_r k <..**;«• * iorot ci volunteera ;l-rul*.t! •. r *. t j, . * n 

fovrr t! < r* “-ncr *lcv 4 t“* <: ** i 1 • r frc- ' trli->rv. "”*•• •' : : - 


':r 


,..i v. - -vir # >re^ r 1 1 nJf*t r^v! • ’ r-r. c^^Ted v/ere about ezhrurtr >. 

K 

Tie two oldest buildings still str.nding e.ye t],o Toll House end the : oLeughlin 


cure. 

i*ro: - icsihcnv&i Vi;-,03 - 1C23 


~y - rfKT.drcv Jr i c e 


co.^ECTio:: 

Ir. ry nrnuscript or. the History of I'u-lintor. trailed ir. abcut Arril c. i 


e - .'ic str te* er.t • ’’This is the cl lest Ir.nd v.r.rk e?.st cf the - it's ir s - - - n 

*" “ • • * * 

It should reed t.’ivsi 

v-' is is the eldest lr: i rrrl in tit : icsissirji Ls-.sin.) 
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/ Y/ILDEPJSSS 3ECCI23S PARK - ' - ‘ V • 

Boys do Great Work in a Year's Time 

Y 

Cne rear ago Droop Mountain Battlefield was a wilderness. 
There were a few* monuments and graves, that for many years had 
been neglected. Two snail signs along the road were all that 

told travelers that an important Civil War battle had been fought 
here. 

On July 29 , 1S55 a COO Company, 259 8, located here and 
i*ithin a few weete there was a great change. Shis change is 
still going on. Send of the work has been completed but a great 
deal more is yet to be done. *hen travelers now go along Route 

" 21S ’ “ «** near the Sanl * they first notice the beau¬ 

tiful log fence that outlines the par*. As they drive on down 

^ l0£ POrtSlS “» Seen * thin* they are the most 

^rT S tD S 000 =*> - —• C-ccd roads lead through 

rr " lnt °" lrSt ' ^ -a has 

: T 63 ° f bUt a11 « ty has been 

co ; s ; ' 1Cm ° tableS ' *“*“». . and toilets have bee- 

onsi,ructed throughout thp -na-v-i 

-ivj u o uH6 DciPJI 8.27SP L.~\l 4.1 

^ ^ *** - « itaterial of acetic ^ 

«- *» un^ expanse *> 

ascension s 0< 3 -S—-ss c-tting off all probability of 

—ce « I:. 3 rC£d ml11 ^ *• — witbim a short 

- «■ section. ~ —' especially 

Df the surrounding ^ ^ BrieiT taoi > °ne can see all 

<* :n:n. " “* «« Stance into the state 



